











Woodson Terrace!@'terans Golnmittee

The Woodson Terrace Veterans Committee is self-funded .... we DO

NOT receive any monies from the City of Woodson Terrace to fund any
of the programs, organizations, activities, etc., that we support.

The Veterans Committee meets when planning our Veterans
events is on our agenda. The Agenda consists of various events;
such as Memorial Day, Veterans Day, Trivia, and other Veterans
programs. We spend the time at our meetings in initiating,
organizing, finalizing and reviewing what is needed to make our
Programs successful. Our members are from our own American
Legion Post # 143 and VFW Post # 2365. They help to plan for our
Veterans. Our Committee members socialize and talk directly
with each Veteran they see. If you would like to volunteer to be
one of our members, please contact me. We welcome anyone
who would like to give of their time to help our Veterans.

Our Veterans Day Program was held on Tuesday, November
11, 2025, at 9:30 A.M. at Robert J. Madden Veterans Memorial
located at 4301 Calvert Ave., inside our John L. Brown Park. It

the 3D Battalion 23rd. Marines; who was a joy to work with.

Our after action report is as follows:

Helped were: 1,001 Families, 37,473 Children, 120 Churches,
39,907 toys given out to children, 400 Community Centers and
$101,000 raised in donations. Thanks to our city and all who
helped to make the 2025 Toys for Tots Campaign a great success
so that no child goes without a toy for Christmas. We helped

to make a lot of children very happy for the 2025 Christmas
Holiday.

We would like to say “Thank You"to our Mayor Lawrence Besmer,
who is retiring to allow our Veterans to be remembered with

our various programs throughout the years. He has personally
appeared and participated with our Veterans programs and
events throughout the years. Without his assistance our
programs and events would not be possible. “Thank You"” Mayor
Besmer.
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For this Edition of the Woodson Terrace News
Magazine, we are proud to present Branden
Winka, first place winner for District 12’s Voice
Of Democracy Competition.

Patriotism By: Braden Winka

Patriotism is more than a word; it is the fire that burns in the hearts of those who
love their country—not blindly, but with a deep and unwavering hope for its
promise. It's not the loudest voice in the room, nor the most boastful display of
flags and slogans. True patriotism lives in the silent sacrifices, in the whispered
prayers for peace, and in the acts of courage that keep a nation whole.

To love one's country is to accept its imperfections while believing in its potential.
Patriotism wakes up at dawn to prepare her children for school, knowing that
education is the key to a better future for them and for the nation. It is the
teacher who stays after hours, not for overtime pay, but because they believe
every child matters. It is the farmer, the nurse, the factory worker, the
soldier—all carrying the weight of their country on their shoulders, not for fame,
but because this land, these people, are worth the struggle.

But patriotism can be painful. It is the ache of a parent watching their child go off
to war, the tear in the eye of an immigrant who sings their homeland’'s anthem while
embracing a new flag. It is standing up for what is right, even when your country
stumbles—because patriotism isn't a blind allegiance, but a fierce loyalty that
demands accountability, growth, and justice.

We sometimes forget that patriotism doesn’'t always look like parades or fireworks.
It's quiet resilience. It's coming together after tragedy, helping a neighbor in
crisis, voting when you're tired and disillusioned because you still believe your voice
matters. It's choosing to hope, even when history has given you reasons not to.

The soul of a nation is not its monuments or its laws—it is its people. And when
people choose love over fear, unity over division, and truth over silence, that is
patriotism at its most powerful. It's not easy. It asks much and promises little. But
in The end, it gives us something priceless: the sense that we are part of something
bigger than ourselves.

Patriotism, when it is real, is not about domination or pride. It's about
responsibility. ITt's about standing up for your country—not just when it shines, but
especially when it falters. It's the kind of love that doesn’t walk away. The kind
that rebuilds. The kind that believes, always, that we can be better.
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We are proud to announce Trinity
Bailey as the second-place winner, for
the 12 District’s 2025 Voice Of
Democracy competition.

How Are You Showing Patriotism By: Trinity Bailey

How Are You Showing Patriotism and Support for Our Country? When | think of what it means to be patriotic, my
thoughts go beyond the basic definition. The Merriam Webster dictionary defines patriotism as love for or
devotion to one’s country. While this is technically correct, is it enough to simply say you love your country
without doing anything to show that love? In that case, the real question is do you love your country as much as
you claim? Anyone can say just about anything, but if you haven't made any sacrifices, what value do your words
truly have?

Growing up, | was inspired by the examples of service set by people in my life. | have a church member who is
currently 91 years old who served in the military. | can remember visiting her when | was about 11 or 12 years
old, listening to her tell stories. Seeing and learning the dedication and passion she still has about serving in the
military and serving her country has left a lasting impression on me.

My uncle served in the military and later became a police officer and detective. | have another uncle who had
served as protection for Dr Martin Luther King JR during a civil rights march. | found this incredibly inspiring and
brave. Their willingness to serve and stand up for their country, trying to make it a better place greatly inspired
me. It taught me that true patriotism is about more than just words, it's about action and sacrifice.

The Minister of the church | attend whom | greatly respect was in the military, adding to the examples of
commitment and service that have shaped my understanding of what it means to love your country. A few
months ago, | visited a state legislator who is an Air Force veteran. | spent the day shadowing her in Jefferson
City. She sees how dedication, discipline, and acts of service can continue even after your military duty is over.
Her advice encouraged me to stay informed, as well as to speak up.

During that experience, | learned that patriotism doesn't always necessarily have to be risking your life for your
country, but it could also be shown through everyday actions. This could be by showing leadership or even
helping others out when you can.

Inspired by these amazing people, | have tried to give back to my community in my own ways. Anytime | can on
Sunday, | usher at my church, trying to help create a welcoming environment for others. On holidays, | volunteer
to serve meals at the church for those who might not have a hot meal. | believe these small acts of service can
make a very meaningful difference, kind of like the butterfly effect. These experiences have taught me the value
of compassion and commitment. Each time | see someone in an army uniform, | make it a point to thank them
for their service and recognize that their sacrifices help protect the freedom we all enjoy and that defines our
country. Patriotism, to me, also means respecting and supporting the diverse people who make up my
community and this country as a whole. Whenever | encounter someone who is homeless or unhoused, and |
have something to give, | try to offer what | can. | also try to make an effort to understand and appreciate the
different cultures and perspectives present in my school, church, and even at camp. Ultimately, | believe that
being patriotic means caring for those around me, no matter their background or circumstances.

Whether it's helping someone in need, listening to a new perspective, or just simply showing kindness, these
actions remind me that we are all connected one way or another. My goal is to make my community stronger by
showing respect and compassion to everyone | meet, because that is how | believe we can build a better
community and stronger country together.
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Woodson Terrace
Officials

4323 Woodson Road, Woodson Terrace, Missouri 63134
314-427-2600 - 314-427-0571 (Fax)

MAYOR WARD 1l ALDERMAN
LAWRENCE “BUTCH" BESMER GREG MILLS
9848 GUTHRIE AVE 9257 STANSBERRY (314) 276-4633

(314) 427-2600

JOAN WILLEY
CITY ADMINISTRATOR 9523 GUTHRIE (314) 239-1705
DOUGLAS ZAlZ
(314) 427-2600 WARD IV ALDERMAN
MARYANNE ZAIZ
WARD | ALDERMAN 9222 MACON
CAROLINE MARTIN mzaiz@woodsonterrace.net

9648 AMITY COURT (314) 324-6883
JOHN “JACK” BELFORD

LISAWALTON 9347 STANSBERRY (314) 427-1105
9328 HAROLD
LWALTON@WOODSONTERRACE.NET CHIEF OF POLICE
DANNY BROWN
WARD Il ALDERMAN (314) 427-5858
STEPHEN STEWART
9841 GUTHRIE

sstewart@woodsonterrace.net

ROBERT WELBY
9468 HAROLD (314) 429-7017

EMERGENCY 911

FIRE DEPARTMENT (314) 428-1122
CITY HALL (314) 427-2600
WOODSON TERRACE POLICE DEPARTMENT

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL (314) 831-6500

POISON CONTROL (800) 222-1222
ST. LOUIS COUNTY (314) 615-5000
WASTE CONNECTIONS (636) 321-2100
AMEREN (314)342-1000
SPIRE (314) 621-6960
MISSOURI AMERICAN WATER (866) 430-0820
METROPOLITAN SEWER DISTRICT (314) 768-6200
BI-STATE WILD LIFE HOTLINE (855) 945-3435

(314) 427-5858 STATION - (636)

CITY HALL
SARAH PIEL
CITY CLERK (314) 427-2600 EXT 1675

LINDSEY BUXMAN SERNA
CITY COLLECTOR/P.A. ASSISTANT
(314) 427-2600 EXT 1674

KYLA HILL
FINANCIAL MANAGER (314) 427-2600 EXT 1669

DOUG HILL
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(314) 427-2600 EXT 1373

MIKE PELSOR
CODE ENFORCER (314) 427-2600 EXT 1673

NATOSHA FOLEY

COURT ADMINISTRATOR (314) 427-2600
EXT 1667

SARAH EARLS

COURT CLERK (314) 427-2600
EXT 1670
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Please keep an exe on the marquee sign in front of City Hall for information on classes, chipping, plowing,

meetings and other city news.



nl'n“. Please note that the

1 Municipal Court planning & zoning

« Housing (2 PM) and economic

« Court (5 PM) development
3 Good Friday (City Hall Closed) meetings are
7 Election Day scheduled as needed.
7 Craft Club (1-4 PM) Please call or check
9 Senior Luncheon (11 AM - 2PM) online for details and
14  Budget, Job, & Wage Study Committee (7 PM) meeting days.

16  Public Works Committee (6:45 PM)
16 Board of Aldermen (7 PM)

21  Craft Club (1-4 PM)

23  Neighborhood Watch (6 PM)

23  Park Board/Special Projects (7 PM)

MAY
1 Pool Passes Available
4 Summer Camp Registration Begins (residents) -
5 Craft Club (1-4 PM) . ’//, "
12  Budget, Job, & Wage Study Committee (7 PM) [

13  Municipal Court

* Housing (2 PM)

» Court (5 PM)
14  Senior Luncheon (11 AM - 2PM)
18 Summer Camp Registration Begins (non-resi-
dents)
19  Craft Club (1-4 PM)
21 Public Works Committee (6:45 PM)
21 Board of Aldermen (7 PM)
23  Pool Opens
25 Memorial Day (City Hall Closed)
28 Park Board/Special Projects (7 PM)
29 Liquor License Renewals Due

JUNE
2 Craft Club (1-4 PM)
3 Municipal Court
« Housing (2 PM)
« Court (5 PM)

9 Budget, Job, & Wage Study Committee (7 PM)™
11 Senior Luncheon (11 AM - 2PM)

15 Summer Camp Begins

16  Craft Club (1-4 PM)

18  Public Works Committee (6:45 PM)
18 Board of Aldermen (7 PM)

25 Neighborhood Watch (6 PM)

25 Park Board/Special Projects (7 PM)
30 Business License Renewals Due



There are many ways to connect with and contact the City of Woodson Terrace.

Phone: 314 427 2600
Text: 314414 3413
Fax: 314 427 0571
Email: cityclerk@woodsonterrace.net
www.woodsonterrace.net
www.woodsonterrace.net/Facebook

y fb p Follow us on

— faceboo

And as always, check the marquee in front of City Hall for the most up to date information.

CITY OF

| WOODSON TERRACE

WILLIAM K. RAT CHFORD

GOVERNMENT CENTER

bt Iﬁi. _-‘ 4

POLICE DEPARTMENT

CITY OF WOODSON TERRACE
4323 Woodson Road
Woodson Terrace, MO 63134
314 427-2600

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.
EXCEPT 1ST WEDNESDAY OF MONTH CLOSE AT 4:00 P.M.

BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETINGS 3RD THURSDAY OF EACH
MONTH - 7:00 P.M.



