


THANKS TO RON HOGAN FOR THE SUBMISSION
Our Vietnam Experience

The sent us to a strange land to fight in an even stranger war, one we weren't quite prepared to wage. But, like all warriors who
preceded us, we quickly learned the hard lessons, too often at a costly price. After all the blood, sweat and tears, and before the
conflict ended, we were abandoned by our politicians and scorned by our fellow Americans. Nonetheless, we stayed the course and
this is our legacy that can be dimmed by neither time nor man. To all my fellow veterans of all wars, this is for you. God Bless

MNo rifles, crack, no cannons roar,
No jets scream overhead,
The silence is now deafening,
Mute tribute to honored dead.

Trails once contested on tired soles,
and heavy booted feet,
Lead once again to market place,
And quiet village street.

Jungle paths now overgrown,
Terrifying tales could tell,
Of ordinary, yet gallant youth,
Who came of age in hell.

Green jungle vine and lotus leaf,
Once splattered bright with red ,
Washed clean afresh by monsoon rain,
Mo hint of ambush dread.

In paddies worked and tilled anew,

Across the pond the foe returns,
To his own native shore,
To face a friendly enemy,
And wage a strange new war.

No hero's welcome was his lot,
Mo parades for valiant deeds,
Contempt & rejection was all he got,
Disregard for all his needs.

Ungrateful fellow countrymen,
“Make love, not war” was their call,
They turned their backs, took not our
stand,

While better men than they did fall.

The widows and orphans,
Knew naught of their kin,
Like grandpa’s son, what was he like?
Save the family tales they'd spin.

For the mission they were tasked, A
simple “Thanks" or “lob Well Done”
Was more than most had asked.

An ebon polished granite Wall,
To those who stood the test,
Mone present here “aye” this roll call,
For they sleep the warrior's rest.

We who survived, but shared the cost,
With every setting sun,
Hold high our heads in proud salute,
“thanks for a job well done.

In ceremonies tribute,
We hope and pray, perhaps,
Their gallant deed will ne'er recede,
With the fading note of Taps

By SgtMaj Mac McGee
USMC (Ret.)

MNow green and lush with rice, No signs
of those who fought and bled, and paid

They sought no hero's accolade, This poem is locate in the Memorial

Garden in Jacksonville 5.C. outside the

the highest price.

front gate of Camp Lejune

Woodson Terrace Veterans Committee

fita and Carl Martin {Co-Chairmen]

GREETINGS EVERYONE FROM YOUR WOODSON
TERRACE VETERANS COMMITTEE!

The Veterans Committee & its Members, each with a
“slate” of activities/organizations, etc. all are involved in
& with, continue to keep quite busy ... we immensely
enjoy what we do & in this article I will try to enlighten
you on what’s transpired since last newslelter ...

MARCH, APRIL, JUNE, & AUGUST were Committee
Meetings @ Woodson Terrace City Hall ... the Committee
meets the 1st Tuesday of the month @ 7:00 PM (WT
City Hall); we welcome visitors; however if you plan to
attend please check the bulletin board outside of WT
City Hall as there are times military related projects,
programs, organizations, etc. conflict with the 1st
Tuesday of the month.

MAY 3rd the Committee met @ the Robert J. Madden
12

Veterans Monument for the Committee’s Ist of 2 Flag
Retirement Ceremonies for 2016 ... the 2nd is scheduled
@ November’s Meeting on November 1st @ 6:00 PM.
MAY30th (Memorial Day) was the Committees
Memorial Day Ceremony & included the “Bell
Ceremony”. Committee Members Mayor Besmer &
Rick Rutledge alternated in reading the names of the 68
WT Veterans the Committee has been given along with
a brief synopsis of each ... Committee Co-Chairman
Carl Martin rang the bell following each Veteran’s
name & info. The Memorial Day Program followed
it’s past protocol & we could not do this without the
commitment & participation of members of American
Legion Post #143 along with their Commander (John
Conlon) for their Honor Guard in “Posting the Colors”,
“Gun Salute”, “TAPS", & “Retiring the Colors” ... thank
you gentlemen for your past & continued participation.
Sheryl Gerrein returned to lead in patriotic hymns &
the “Salute to the Armed Forces”. And thank you to our



Military Service Representatives who take part in the
Memorial Day & Veterans Day Ceremony’s ... Richard
Lefebvre (Marines), Raymond Valli (Army) & Stephen
Bira (Coast Guard). Thank You Sheryl & Gentlemen!

JULY 16th, was the Committee’s 4th annual “Trivia
Night Fund Raiser” @ Wild Acres Banquet Hall in
Overland & we appreciate those who supported the
Committee in purchasing tickets along with the 50/50
& Silent Auction purchases. The evening consisted of
a variety of 10 trivia games of 10 questions each along
with lots of fellowship & camaraderie. Thank You to
Overland Mayor Michael Schneider for donating use of
Wild Acres Banquet Hall to the Committee again this
year & to Erin Willey, Overland’s Parks & Recreation
Director, for her assistance in “making it happen” with
set up, etc., etc. The annual "Trivia Night Fund Raiser”
is very important to the Committee; all proceeds (100%)
raised are used for supporting Military & WVeterans
related programs ... a major recipient being the Missouri
Veterans Home on Lewis & Clark Blvd. of which the
Committee periodically makes donations in addition
to an annual bar-b-que in October. Your Woodson
Terrace Veterans Committee is self funded & relies on
donations & the annual "Trivia Night Fund Raiser” to
continue in this & other Veterans related endeavors.

SEPTEMBER ... the Committee will not meet.

October’s meeting will be OCTOBER 6th @ the
Missouri Veterans Home. This will be the Committee’s
3rd annual bar-b-que for the 300+ resident Veterans
along with the Staft & Volunteers; the Committee will
purchase the burgers & brats along with the buns, chips,
soft drinks, & dessert & prepare lunch ... we always enjoy
circulating, mingling, & socializing with the Veterans
& listening to the stories they share with us. I know I
speak for everyone on the Committee when I say that
as we walk out the doors that day, we take with us the
gratification & delight brought to us by these men &
women. Their “stories” are phenomenal!

NOVEMEBER 15t the Committee will meet @ the Robert
J. Madden Veterans Monument for the Committee’s
2nd of 2 Flag Retirement Ceremonies for 2016. And on
NOVEMBER 5th (Saturday prior to Veterans Day) is the
Veterans Day Ceremony. The Veterans Day Ceremony
will begin @ 9:30 AM & is held @ the Robert ]. Madden
Veterans Monument located in the parameters of John

L. Brown Park @ the corner of Stansberry
& Calvert Avenues in Woodson Terrace.
Duration of the Ceremony is approx. 45 minutes
& seating is available with an overhang.

DECEMBER 6th is a Committee Meeting @ WT City
Hall. The agenda for the meeting has been prepared &
is posted on the bulletin board outside of WT City Hall.
DECEMBER is also the Marine Corps annual Toys for
Tots collection of toys & Committee Member Caroline
Martin continues to orchestrate this for the Committee.
Info. will be on the marquee @ Woodson & Guthrie as
the time gets closer.

You may have noticed that the 2 "collection containers”
for used and/or tattered flags have been removed ...
several reasons compelled the Committee to do this;
however the Committee will continue to collect used
and/or tattered flags from Woodson Terrace residents &
you will need to either contact someone on the Veterans
Committee or you can call WT City Hall & leave a
message for myself or a Committee Member to contact
vou & arrangements will be made to pick up the flag/
flags. Most Committee Members (Mayor Besmer, John
Conlon, & myself) have their contact info. on the last
page of the newsletter or you can Email me @ rmatin@
woodsonterrace.net.

Woodson Terrace residents can be quite proud of this
Committee; its members are devoted & supportive
of not just WT Veterans but all Veterans & realize
the many sacrifices he/she made for the freedom we
have. On behalf of everyone on the Woodson Terrace
Veterans Committee, we appreciate the many kind
words of gratitude we receive from you. We do keep
busy with the affiliations, programs, organizations, etc.
each member is involved in & with. Please feel free to
contact me via Email @ rmartin@woodsonterrace.net
or call City Hall (314-427-2600) & leave a message for
me to call you.
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Yoga 9 a.m.-10 am.
Craft Club 1 p.m.-4 p.m.
Veterans Committee 7 p.m.

Munidpal Court 6:30 p.m.
Yoga 9 a.m.-10 am.

Senior Luncheon

11 a.m.-2 p.m.—
registration required
Budget Committee 7 p.m.

Yoga 9a.m.-10 am.
Planning & Zoning
Committee 7 p.m.
(As needed)

Public Works Committee
6:45-7 p.m,
Board of Aldermen 7 p.m.

Yoga 9a.m.-10 am.

Park Board/Spedal Projects
7 p.m (As needed)

Halloween Party 12-2 p.m,
Tickets required

Yoga 9 a.m.-10 am.
Craft Club 1 p.m.-4 p.m.
Veterans Committee 7 p.m.

Munidpal Court 6:30 p.m.
Presidential Election; No Yoga

Senior Luncheon 11 a.m.-2 pm.
Registration required
Budget Committee 7 p.m.

Yoga 9 a.m.-10 am.
Planning & Zoning
Committee 7 p.m. (As needed)

Public Works Committee
6:45-7 p.m.
Board of Aldermen 7 p.m.

Yoga 9a.m.-10 a.m.

Thanksgiving
City Offices Closed

ity Offices Closed

Yoga 9 a.m.-10 aum.

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE PLANNING & ZONING
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MEETINGS ARE

SCHEDULED AS NEEDED. PLEASE CALL OR CHECK
ONLINE FOR DETAILS AND MEETING DAYS.

City Calendar of Events

Yoga 9a.m.-10a.m.
Craft Club 1 p.m.-4 p.m.
Veterans Committee 7 p.m.

Municipal Court 6:30 p.m.

Senior Luncheon
11a.m.-2 p.m,
Registration required
Budget Committee 7 p.m.

Yoga 9a.m.-10 a.m.

Public Works Committee
6:45-7 p.m.
Board of Aldermen 7 p.m.

Children's Christmas Party
Tidkets required 12-2p.m,
Yoga 9a.m.-10 am.
Planning & Zoning
Committee 7 p.m.

(As needed)

Park Board/Spedial Projects
7 p.m, (As needed)

City Offices Closed
City Offices Closed

Yoga 9a.m.-10 am.



Woodson Terrace Officrals

4323 Woodson Road, Woodson Terrace, Missouri 63134
314-427-2600

MAYOR WARD IIl ALDERMAN
LAWRENCE “BUTCH" BESMER JOANWILLEY
9848 GUTHRIE AVE 9523 GUTHRIE 423-6954
427-2600
GREG MILLS
ADMINISTRATIVE ASST 9257 STANSBERRY 276-4633
JOHN CONLON 427-2600
WARD IV ALDERMAN
WEBMASTER & SOCIAL MEDIA DIR. RONALD HOGAN
VINCE RATCHFORD 4436 BOSWELL 429-2848
VRATCHFORD@WOODSONTERRACE.NET
MARYANNE ZAlZ
WARD | ALDERMAN 9222 MACON 429-5762
DONNA CONLON
3820 CALVERT 428-8562 CITY ATTORNEY
FRANK J. VATTEROTT 427-2600
RITA MARTIN
3865 KEATS 427-2692 PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR
DOUGLAS ZAIlZ
WARD Il ALDERMAN 427-2600
ROBERT J. BLATT
9728 GUTHRIE 423-5740
KEVINW. CRANE
9824 GUTHRIE 657-7971

Frequently Asked for Phone Numbers

St. Louis County Animal Control
Poison Control

St. Louis County Health Department
Allied Waste

Ameren

Laclede

Mo-American Water

MSD

BI-STATE WILD LIFE HOTLINE

CHIEF OF POLICE
BUTCH MAYBERRY
427-5858

CITY HALL
JANET M. SAUER,
FINANCIAL MANAGER 427-2600

ELEANOR CRANE,
CITY CLERK 427-2600

ELAINE SEEVERS
COURT ADMINISTRATOR
427-2600

BARBARA ZURHEIDE, DEPUTY
COURT CLERK
427-2600

KYLA HILL, CITY COLLECTOR
427-2600

314-615-0680
314-772-5200
314-615-6500
636-947-5959
314-342-1000
314-621-6960
866-430-0820
314-768-6200

636-492-1610

Please keep an eye on the marquee sign in front of the new government center for information

on classes, chipping, plowing, meetings and other city news.



bet Connected

There are many ways to connect with and contact the City of Woodson Terrace.

Phone; 314 427 7600
Fax. 314 427 0511
Email: cityclerk@woodsonterrace.net
WV WoOdSonterrace.net
wwwoodsonterracenet Tuiter - SRRy
winewoodsanterzce et/ Facebook (R

| WoopsON TERRACE

i

COVERNMENT CENTER

POLICE DEPARTMEN |

CITY OF WOODSON TERRACE
4323 Woodson Road
Woodson Terrace, MO 63134
314 427-2600

OPEN MONDAY — FRIDAY 8:30 A.M. — 4:30 P.M.
EXCEPT 1ST WEDNESDAY OF MONTH CLOSE AT 4:00 P.M.

BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETINGS 3RD THURSDAY OF
EACH MONTH - 7:00 P.M.




